Missions 1-5

Chelveston

England

London o

Mission 3

France

e Lorient

Oct 9, 1942 Lille Marshalling Yards

Mov 7, 1942 Brest Harbor Installation

Although none of the men was
ever hit, the close ones are be-
yond count. Granstrand has a dif-
ferent idea of combat now _than
he did immediately following his
third mission, a raid against Lille,
France,

Crowded Off Target

Hun-Pecker was riding the out-
side element of a huge formation.
The plane was crowded off the
target and was unable to drop its
bombs. That would have been all
right with some- pilots. But Lieu-
tenant Broderick refused mfarry
his bom load bat . Sy

He banked the Hun-Pecker and
returned for a bomb run. It was
a fine trip and the bombardier
scored six direct hits on a steel
mill (as shown by photographs).
By this time, however, they were
five miles in back of the forma-
tion. The Hun-Pecker was hopped
by 12 enemy fighters. In the long |
fight that followed, three Nazis]
were sent down and two more
registered as probables. But poor
Hun-Pcker never looked the

M same, She limped home as a com-
fiplete wreck, punched with a thou-|
¢ sand holes.

Change Ships
The crew had to change ships,
picking up a new Hun-Pecker
and burying the old.




Chelveston «

Bombs Bizerte
Mission 5 e “We had only taken Oran about §
a week or so before and there
were still some snipers in the
town. Some men were shot the
same morning we went in. There '§
wasn't anything to do except walk |
around and wonder if someone
would take a shot at us but of
course no one did. Not much hap- |
pened there, One day some men |
were eating in & small mess hall
and some German fighter planes
" came over and straffed the field,
' One man got hit and was blown
all over the walls; I went down
one day to look at the blood.

e M



Mission 6-12

Mediterranean Sea

Bizerte
/erryville

Algiersis ©_Tunis

Maison Blanche *

Mission 7 Algeria

Orafile “Our next stop was out of Al- Mgmg
(Tarfaroui Airdrome) giers a little way; we lived in a big

o Sousse

winery. It even had wine in it but |
it was green. Algiers is a very
pretty city. Our missions from |
Oran were about seven hours long
and five from Algiers. We paid our |
first' visit to Bizerte and Ferry:
ville and once was enough for |
everyone but I've been back a
number of times since. There were
American and German planes
wrecked all over the field and the |
4 A hangars were full of holes. Not.
gy | G much happened at Algiers except |
————— Dec29,1942 Sousse Docks everyday work—of course it |
o . rained all of the time. Our next
Dec 31,1942 Sfax Docks stop was at Biskra, which was get- |
= ting pretty close and we made a |
‘%4 mission in 2% hours from here |

L] Anna




Missions 13-17

Bizerte

Jan 4, 1943 Sidi Ahmed Airdrome

Jan 14, 1943 Sfax Shipping
Jan 19, 1943 Dejebel Dejelloud Marshalling Yards

m———— Jan 20, 1943 Shipping at Tripoli (The crew of the Hun-Pecker received a
4 commodation for this mission)

50 Holes in Plane

“I was over Tunis once and came
back with about 50 holes in the
plane, most of them from German
fighters. The waist gunner and I
each got one that day. The Ger-
mans bombed us miost every night,
or every night they could locate
the field. The worst one we had
was just at dusk.

“Three of us were walklng
across the runway to where we |
had our pup tents pitched in a|
ditch and they caught us right|
there. We could hear them but we }
were laughing and talking about |
something else and didn't pay
much attention, One of us said |
‘they must be P-38's' and then for
some reason we all looked up and
saw they were Junkers. No one
said a word; we just started run-
ning for the ditch. We got about
a hundred yards from the ditch
when the bombs hit. The bombs
missed us about 800 feet but
knocked us down. There were |
seven planes that night and the |
ack-ack guns got four of them;
another night the guns got three
out of six. That is darn good
shooting.




Missions 18-24

+ Bizerte
. Fer‘ryville

« Tunis

Change Ships

The crew had to change ships,
picking up a new Hun-Pecker
and burying the old. The new
Fortress ran into the same type
of difficulties 17 missions later,
lover Gabes in Africa. Lt. Brod-
lerick again made a separate run
lon an airdrome, leaving his
'squadron behind by a matter of
seconds.
Ten German fighters ganged
lup on the loose plane this time.
'The goddess of battle smiled on
the Hun-Pecker boys again and
they all returned unscathed.
However, the plane was badly
‘battered and was out of action
'for more than two weeks as
ground crews worked on the nec-
repairs,

4 -
lan 22, 1943 ' El Aouina Airdrome
Jan 23, 1943\ Bizerte Naval Base

Jan 24, 1943 Medenine Airdrome
— Jan 28, 1943 Sfax Docks and Shipping

m— Jan 29, 1943 Bizerte Docks and Shipping
Jan 30, 1943 Ferryville Docks and Shipping




